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Prince Henry of Navarre (1553-1610) wus « Huguenot, or Protestant, in an
ovenvhelmingly Roman Catholic country. He ascended to the French throne
as Henry IV in 1589 i1 the midst of the French Wars of Refigion. A pragma-
‘tist, Henry realized that the country’s Catholic majority would never accept
a Protestant as their legitimate ruler, so he converted to Catholicism. How-
ever, in order to protect the Huguenols against religiously motivated attacks,
as well as to establish peace among the people he was determined to rule, he
issued the Edict of Nantes. In so doing, Henry legally sanctioned a degree of

religious tolerance in a Europe previously characterized by the formula “one
king, one people, one faith.”

Among the infinite benefits which it has pleased God to hveap upon us, the
most signal and precious is his granting us the strength and ability to with-
stand the fearful disorders and troubles which prevailed on our advent in
this kingdom. The realm was so torn by innumerable factions and sects
that the most legitimate of all the parties’ was fewest in numbers. God has
given us strength to stand out against this storm; we have finally sur-
mounted the waves and made our port of safety, — peace for our sta le. For
which his be the glory all in all, and ouss a free recognition of his grace in
making use of our instrumentality in the good work. . . . We implore an
await from the Divine Goodness the same protection and favor which he
las ever granted to this kingdom from the beginning. . ..

From King Henry of Navarre, “Edicl of Nantes,” in Readings in European History,
ed. James Harvey Robinson, 2 vols. (Boston: Ginn, 1906), 2:183-185,

' the most legitmate of all the parties: Faction supporting Vatois King Henry 111

{r. 1574-1589) during the French Wars of Religion {1561-1598). Henry's subsequent
reference to “one purty or the other™ refers to the Hiree factions, two of them Catho-
lic, one of them Protestant, that struggled for control of the French throne.

We have, by this perpetual and irrevocable edict, established and pro-
claimed and do establish and proclaim:

I. First, that the recollection of everything done by one party or the other
between March, 1585, and our accession lo the erown, and during all the
preceding period of troubles, remain obliterated and forgotten, as if no
such things had ever happened. . ..

T1l. We ordain that the Catholic Apostolic and Roman religion shall be
restored and reestablished in all places and localities of this our kingdom
and countries subject to our sway, where the exercise of the same has been
interrupted, in order that it may be peaceably and freely exercised, without
any trouble or hindrance; forbidding very expressly all persons, of whatso-
ever estate, qualily, or condition, from troubling, molesting, or disturbing
ecclesiastics in the celebration of divine service, in the enjoyment or col-
lection of tithes, fruits, or revenues of their benefices, and all other rights
and dues belonging to them; and that all those who during the troubles
have taken possession of churches, houses, goods, or revenues, belonging
to the said ecclesiastics, shall sutrender to them entire possession and
peaceable enjoyment of such rights, liberties, and sureties as they had
before they were deprived of them. . ..

V1. And in order to leave no occasion for troubles or dilferences between
our subjects, we have permitted, and herewith permit, those of the said
religion called Reformed [Protestant] o live and abide ip all the cities and
places of this our kingdom and countries of our sway, without being
anmoyed, molested, or compelled to do anything in the matter of religion
conitrary to their consciences, . .. upon conditions that they comport
themselves in other respects according to that which is contained in this
our present edict.

VIL Tt is permitted to all lords, gentlemen, and other persons making
profession of the said religion called Reformed, lolding the right of high
justice [or a cerlain feudal tenure], to exercise the said religion in their
houses. . . .

IX. We also permit those of the said religion to make and continue the
exercise of the same in all villages and places of our dominion where it was
established by them and publicly enjoyed several and divers limes in the
year 1597, up to the end of the month of August, notwithstanding all
decrees and judgments to the contrary, . ..




XXILL, Those of ihe said religion called Reformed shall be obliged to “t, All power is of God. The ruler, {states] St. Paul, “is the minister of God to
respect the laws of the Catholic Apostolic and Roman Clurch, recognized L thee for good. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not

in this gur kingdom, for the consummation of marriages contracted, or to - the sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to execule
be contracted, as regards to the degrees of consanguinity and kinship. |3 wrath upon him that doeth evil.” Rulers then act as the miuisters of God
and as his lieutenants on earth. 1t is through them that God exercises his

j 2 empire. . . . Consequently, as we have seen, the royal throne is not the

throne of a man, but the throne of God himself. The Lord “hath chosen

READING AND DISCUSSION QUESTIONS i]]f Solomon my son to sit upon the throne of the kingdom of the Lord over

Istael.” And again, “Solomon sat on the throne of the Lord.”

Moreover, that no one may assume that the Isracliles were peculiar in
having kings over them who were established by God, note what is said in
Ecclesiasticus: “God has given to every people its ruter, and Israel is mani-
festly reserved to him.” He therefore governs all peoples and gives them

1. Why was Henry so intent on “obliterating” memory of “everything
done by one party of the other” in the years immediately prior to his
coronation as king of France?

Z. s the Edict of Nantes consistent with Henry’s aim of mcreasing the \
monarchy’s and the state’s power? Why or wly not? 3

N ]

Why might Henry’s son, Louis X av E
B ) g_ . ) i uis XIII, have regarded the Huguenols as ; From James Harvey Robinson, ed. Readings in European History, 2 vols. (Boston:
a state within a state™? = Ginm, 1906), 2:273-77































